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.'ndian Buddhist scholar who was born at Kanci but came to
falanda was Dharmapala. There he became very proficient and
nost probably preceJedSilabliadra as the head of the monastery, a
ittle prior to the visit of Yiian Chwang.^ Before he entered the
tfalanda sanghardma he was evidently connected with a monastery
it Kausambi where Yiian Chwang observed the ruins of such an
.nstitution in which Dharmapala is stated to have defeated the
aeretics.1 This Dharmapala initiated into the priesthood (Sahgha) the
Tirfha scholar DharmakiEti. .As Yiian Chwang mentions Dharmapala
and, as Dharmakirti was Ms pupil, they may both be considered to
have been his contemporaries. In fact I-Tsing records how after
Dinnaga "Dharmakirti made further improvement in Logic."2
Dharmapala was the author of several important works on Logic,
the most prominent of which were the Alambaria-pratyaya~dhydna-
sastra-vyakhya, Vidvdmdira siddhi-saslra-vydkhya and the Sata-sdstra-

(Dharmapala was evidently followed by Silabhadra at Nalanda
where he became the chief of the whole establishment. / He was a
Brahmana and was related to the royal family of Samatata (Bengal).4
He was a disciple of Dharmapala whom he succeeded as chief at
Nalanda where he taught Yiian Chwang* 5. This Chinese pilgrim has
recorded how Silabhadra alone had mastered fifty collections of the
Sutras and Sastras, which was considered an intellectual feat at
Nalanda/* As he was consequently the contemporary of Yiian
Chwang he may be said to have lived about A, D. 635. 7
\ The next important writer on Logic after Silabhadra was Dhar-
maktrti who is not mentioned by Yiian Chwang but is referred to by
PTsing who styles him as the next most notable logician after
Dinnaga, as related already. ) According to Tibetan tradition he was a
south Indian having been fyorn in the kingdom of the Cuddmanit and
was the son of a Tlriha Brahmana, but his occasional attendance at
Buddhist lectures went a long way in converting him. He finally
went to the Madhyadesa (Magadha) where he was received into the
priesthood by Dharmapala. He is said to have learnt the secret doc-
trines of tfye Tlrtlia system from Kumarila, whom he ultimately con-
verted to Buddhism. He is recorded to have at last returned to the
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